
 
 

 

Hearts in Sonoma: 
UCSF Updates on Heart Failure Therapies 
Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn 
September 19 - 21, 2024 

 
 

Day 1: Thursday, September 19, 2024 

 

1:00 PM  
Welcome & Symposium Overview 
Liviu Klein, MD, MS 
Jason W. Smith, MD, FACS 

 

Session 1: Heart Failures 

Session Chairs: Shweta Motiwala, MD & Robin Fischer, DNP 

1:15 PM  
“Without Failure, there is No Success” 
Medical Management of Heart Failure with Reduced Ejection Fraction 
Jonathan Davis, MD 

1:40 PM  
“Well Preserved” 
Medical Management of Heart Failure with Preserved Ejection Fraction 
Pooja Prasad, MD 

2:05 PM  
“Every Breath You Take, I’ll Be Watching You” 
Remote Monitoring for Heart Failure 
Liviu Klein, MD, MS 

 



2:30 PM  
“Better Together” 
Case Study on Heart Failure Disease Management: Multidisciplinary Team Care 
Panelists: Shweta Motiwala, MD, Brandon Martinez, PharmD, Maddy Cole, RN, Yuri Nam, NP, Robin Fischer, 
DNP 

3:00 PM  
Coffee Break 

 

Session 2: Cardiomyopathies 

Session Chairs: Mandar Aras, MD, PhD & Yuri Nam, NP 

3:20 PM  
“Dangerous Liaisons” 
Pulmonary Hypertension, Pulmonary Veno-occlusive Disease and Pregnancy 
Jacqueline T. DesJardin, MD 
Teresa De Marco, MD                                                                                                                                      
Christopher Barnett, MD                                                                                                                               
Julianne Wojciak, MS 

4:05 PM  
“What You Don’t Know” 
Cardiac Amyloid 
Mandar Aras, MD 

4:30 PM  
“Ain’t That Peculiar” 
Evaluation of Genetic Cardiomyopathies 
Vasanth Vedantham, MD                      
Julianne Wojciak, MS 

4:55 PM  
“Through Thick and Thin” 
Evaluation and Treatment of Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy 
Theodore Abraham, MD 

5:20 PM  
“It’s Complicated” 
Case Study Panel Presentation 
Panelists: Mandar Aras, MD, Jacqueline T. Desjardin, MD, Adam Pampori, MD, Julianne Wojciak, MS      
Jose Lazo, PharmD 

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
Adjourn & Garden Reception 

  



Day 2: Friday, September 20 

 

7:00 AM 
Continental Breakfast/Product Theater (AstraZeneca, Kenwood Ballroom)-                                            
Hereditary Transthyretin Amyloidosis: PN Progression- Marcus Urey, MD 

 

8:00 AM 
Announcements 
Liviu Klein, MD, MS 
Jason W. Smith, MD, FACS 

 

Session 1: Advanced Heart Failure and Shock 

Chairs: Christopher F. Barnett, MD & Teresa De Marco, MD 

8:10 AM 
“Help, I Need Somebody!” 
When to Refer to an Advanced Heart Failure Center 
Leila Beach, MD 

8:35 AM 
“Shock to the System” 
Systematic Approach to Shock 
Connor O’Brien, MD 

9:00 AM 
“Staying Alive” 
Devices We Use and Future Technologies in Shock 
Richard Cheng, MD 

9:30 AM 
Coffee Break 

9:55 AM 
“Just Keep Breathing” 
Case Study Panel Presentation: Management of Acute Shock 
Panelists: Amy Fiedler, MD, Munir Janmohamed, MD, Connor O’Brien, MD, Richard Cheng, MD, Yishay 
Wasserstrum, MD 

10:30 AM 
“Don’t Stop Believin’” 
Case Study Panel Presentation: The Journey from Chronic Heart Failure to Heart Transplantation 
Panelists: Shweta Motiwala, MD, MPH, Robin Fischer, NP, Yuri Nam, NP, Jose Lazo, PharmD,              
Marvin Mailom, RN, MSN, Julia Galeota, MSW  



11:05 AM 
Coffee Break 

11:30 AM 
Keynote Speaker 
Jim Keegan: “Long Promised Road”: My Heart Failure Journey  

12:30 PM 
Lunch (Provided) 

 

Session 2: Heart Transplant and Left Ventricular Assist Device 

Chairs: Amy G. Fiedler, MD & Simran Grewal, NP 

1:30 PM 
“Here Comes the Sun” 
How to Expand the Donor Pool and Donor Utilization 
Amy G. Fiedler, MD 

2:15 PM 
“Don’t Stop Me Now” 
What’s New in MCS 
Jason W. Smith, MD, FACS 
Sylvie Baudart, RN, MS 

2:50 PM 
“Brave New World” 
Modern Management of Transplant Recipients 
Shweta Motiwala, MD 

3:15 PM 
Coffee Break 

3:30 PM 
“Stand By Me” 
Case Study Panel Presentation: Post Heart Transplant 
Panelists: Jason W. Smith, MD, FACS, Liviu Klein, MD, MS, Katie Marocco, RN, Simran Grewal, NP            
Jose Lazo, PharmD, Tova Fuller, MD, Julia Galeota, MSW 

4:05 PM 
“I’m Still Standing” 
Case Study Panel Presentation: LVAD 
Panelists: Mandar Aras, MD, Amy Fiedler, MD, Sylvie Baudart, RN, Jonathan Brayton, RN,                        
Julia Galeota, MSW 

4:45 PM 
Adjourn 

 



Day 3: Saturday, September 21 

 

7:00 AM 
Continental Breakfast/Product Theater (Alnylam, Kenwood Ballroom)- Topic TBD                                                  

 

8:00 AM 
Announcements 
Liviu Klein, MD, MS 
Jason W. Smith, MD, FACS 

 

Session 1: Electrophysiology and Heart Failure 

Chairs: Thomas A. Dewland, MD & Erin Flatley, NP 

8:05 AM 
“How Can I Be Sure” 
Cardiac Implantable Electronic Devices (CIEDs)Use in Non-Ischemic                                            
Cardiomyopathy- What is the Evidence 
Thomas A. Dewland, MD 

8:35 AM 
“Groove is in the Heart” 
New CRT Pacing 
Joshua D. Moss, MD 

9:10 AM 
“Ride the Rhythm” 
New Catheter Ablation Techniques for Atrial Fibrillation 
Thomas A. Dewland, MD 

9:45 AM 
Coffee Break 

 

Session 2: Structural and HF 

Chairs: Sammy Elmariah, MD, MPH & Liviu Klein, MD, MS 

10:00 AM 
“Whatever It Takes” 
New Transcatheter Approaches to the Management of Tricuspid Regurgitation 
Sammy Elmariah, MD 

 



10:25 AM 
“Never Going Back Again” 
Transcatheter Management of Mitral Regurgitation 
Sammy Elmariah, MD 

10:50 AM 
“Connection” 
The Use of Interatrial Shunts in Heart Failure 
Richard Cheng, MD 

11:15 AM 
“Build It Better” 
New Technologies for LV Remodeling 
Richard Cheng, MD 

11:40 AM 
“Survival of the Fittest” 
Case Study: Complex Valve Disease in the Heart Failure Patient 
Panelists: Sammy Elmariah, MD, Richard Cheng, MD, Jason W. Smith, MD, FACS 

12:20 PM 
Closing Remarks 
Liviu Klein, MD 
Jason W. Smith, MD, FACS 

12:30 PM 
Adjourn 

 


